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Front Cover: 58RM rests in the late afternoon sun at Mangalore for the evening meal stop during the ARHS tour returning 


Opposite above: D3639, K190 and K153 pose for the cameras at the Newport Steamrail Depot Open Day on Sun.23.11.86. 
Opposite below: R761 and R707 on display at the Open Day. (Both photos Terry Dexter) 
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One Hundred Years of Melbourne - 


Adelaide Express Trains 


JACK McLEAN 


A SUMMARY OF MAJOR TIMETABLE ALTERATIONS 


The Centenary of the section of Victorian Railways 
between Dimboola and Serviceton on 19th January 
1987 affords an occasion for the review of the Adelaide 
Expresses and their successors, the Overland. 

Out of several possible subjects that could be 
reviewed, I have chosen three: train numbers, depar- 
ture and arrival times and meeting points. Even these 
three items are not complete, nor am I sure of some of 
the reasons for them. 

The evolution over a hundred years is summarised 
in the table appended. The dates are not necessarily 
those on which a particular item commenced, but they 
are those when such a service is known to have oper- 
ated. Trains had run occasionally between Melbourne 
and Adelaide before the official opening date, such as 
1886 Melbourne Cup traffic and the visit to Adelaide 
by the Victorian Governor, but the publicly advertised 
services commenced on 19th January 1887. 


1. On that date train No. 17A left Melbourne at 16 05 
and ran via Geelong where it reversed. After an 
overnight journey (through a dust storm I believe) 
the Adelaide arrival time should have been 10 10. 
At that time the difference in time between the two 
Colonies was 25 minutes 34.2 seconds, which for 
practical purposes was regarded as 25 minutes. 

The eastbound train, No. 1B in Victoria, left 
Adelaide at 15 30, crossed the westbound train at 
Dimboola, and after reversing at Geelong, should 
have arrived in Melbourne at 09 45. 

The reason for these important trains having 
‘‘afterthought’” numbers seems to have been that 
on the Western line, all numbers had been used up 
in consecutive order, and if the two new trains were 
to have their numbers in order, they would have to 
be content with 17A and 1B. 


2. By 1890, after the completion of the line between 
Bacchus Marsh and Ballan, and the upgrading bet- 
ween Gordon and Warrenheip, the trains ran via 
Bacchus Marsh and so could be speeded up by 35 
minutes on the Down and 50 minutes on the Up. 

However, on the night of 3rd August 1891, the 
line was washed away near Parwan and Dog Trap 
Gully, and all trains including the Expresses were 
diverted via Geelong, a diversion which lasted until 
12th November 1891. By some means the depar- 
ture and arrival times at both Melbourne and 
Adelaide remained unaltered during this time. 

In 1892, possibly as a result of this experience, 
the Down Express was diverted regularly via North 
Geelong and was combined with the Down Port 
Fairy train. This move was claimed to save four 
engines. 

3. During this diversion (in 1894) the Adelaide 
departure time was changed from 15 30 to 16 30 
and this alteration resulted in the meeting point 
being moved from Dimboola to Gerang Gerung. 

4. Then, on Ist February 1895, the time zones in 
Australia were rationalised into even hours in 
advance of Greenwich. This had the effect of the 
eastbound Express being handed over to the Vic- 
torians at Serviceton about half an hour later (Vic- 
torian time) than previously and so the meeting 
point was changed to Kiata. 

5. The running of the Down Express reverted to the 


Bacchus Marsh line on Ist May 1897, when the | 


Melbourne departure became 16 40. 

6. South Australia changed its time again on Ist May 
1899 from 9 hours ahead of Greenwich to 9% 
hours. However the meeting point remained at 
Kiata, as SAR seems to have used the change to 


Following a loco failure in South Australia, S317 and Alco 940 provide an unusual loco combination on the Up 
Overland as they pass through Bungaree Loop in an effort to make up lost time on Sat.4.1.86. (John Dare) 
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10. 


11. 


smooth out some of its running times. About this 
time, the Victorian Expresses became Nos. 17 and 
1. 


Kiata remained the meeting point until about 1903 
when some acceleration took place in Victoria and 
the meeting point was changed to Nhill; it 
remained at Nhill until some time about 1933, 
although there were a number of small variations 
in departure and arrival times during that period. 


Between 1920 and 1930, the Expresses were run in 
two divisions in connection with trains to and from 
Perth. The second divisions were run three times a 
week in each direction and never both ways on the 
same night, except during holidays. 

Melbourne departures were 16 30 and 17 06 and 
those from Adelaide were 16 30 and 20 30. The 
two 16 30 trains continued to cross at Nhill, but the 
others were met at Kiata westbound and Wolseley 
eastbound. Only rarely were Expresses timed to 
meet in South Australia; at least those between 
1920 and 1930 are the only ones that I have found 
so far. 


My 1927 Christmas working timetable (given to 
me by Les Poole) is the first one that I have which 
shows that Down trains had odd numbers and Up 
trains even numbers. (Weekly Notice 49 of 1923 
shows that the date this change took place in Vic- 
toria was 10th December 1923.) The Adelaide 
Expresses are shown in it as 29 and 31 on the Down 
and on the Up 10 and 16. It was just by chance that 
the numbers in June 1922 were 17 and 19a (odd) 
as well as 2 and 6 (even). 


In 1930, the eastbound second division left 
Adelaide later and in consequence crossed the 
westbound at Bordertown, although the public 
timetable did not make this clear. 


Some time around 1931, probably because of 
alterations to Perth connections, the second divi- 
sions were only running eastbound. 


12: 


13. 


14. 


15. 


16. 


17. 


18. 


In 1934, the Melbourne departure was 17 10 and 
there was no second division. From Adelaide there 
were still two divisions, the 16 30 and the 18 S50, 
(or thereabouts) on Tuesdays and Fridays. The two 
regular trains met at Kiata; the second division met 
the westbound regular at Kaniva. 


By 1935, when according to my public timetable 
the Melbourne departure had become 17 45, and 
the Adelaide departure 18 35, there was then only 
one division in either direction and the meeting 
point was Kaniva. 


In 1936, the Express left Melbourne at 18 45 but 
the meeting point remained at Kaniva until about 
1963. The Down Express had been numbered 29 
and the Up 16 since perhaps 1923, but from 6th 
January 1941, the numbers became 69 and 10. 


Melbourne departure was 1900 in 1938 and 
Adelaide 19 30 but they still met at Kaniva. 


For most of the years of World War 2, the 
Expresses ran in two divisions every night, the 
second one being the 19 02 via North Geelong. In 
one Christmas timetable, it is shown as going via 
Bacchus Marsh which must have been a rather 
tight path. Second divisions in those years were 
generally troop trains. 


Operation by B class diesel electrics commenced on 
the Victorian side on 14th October 1952 when the 
Melbourne departure time became 2000. It 
became 20 20 by 1961 and 20 40 by 1963. 


Also in 1963, the meeting point was changed from 
Kaniva to Diapur. Arrivals in Melbourne were 
20 35 in 1962, 20 45 in 1967, 2057 in 1968 and 
20 53 in 1971. 


. Some time in or around 1974, the Victorians made 


the extraordinary decision to use South Australian 
numbers for interstate trains adding 1 so that Vic- 
torian trains had even numbers for Up trains The 
Down Victorian Overland became 241 and the Up 


The handsome Serviceton station building. K190 is taking on water in the background during its return trip from 


Adelaide on Sun.7.8.81. (John Dare) 
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Exchanging Alco 934 for X48, the east-bound Daylight Overland is about to depart from Serviceton. Fri.14.1.83. (John Dare) 


and vice versa became 834. As the South Austra- 
lian numbers had a time base, the numbers of Vic- 
torian interstate trains carried numbers which 
depended on the time that they would pass or 
would have passed Adelaide. At about the same 
time, the Melbourne departure was altered to 
20 55. 


20. Computer numbering around 1976 caused the last 
change to the train numbers of the Expresses. The 
Down Express became 8141, the 8 signifying that it 
was a train carrying passengers, the | that it was in 
the Western Division, and 41 that it was more or 
less the 20th passenger carrying train in that direc- 
tion for the day. At the same time, the Up Express 
became 8120. 


21. The slow schedules of October 1981 were supposed 
to increase the chances of punctuality after the 
Expresses had probably met several over-length 
Jets during the night. This brought the meeting 
point back to Nhill for a while. 


22. Then the Centralised Traffic Control was installed 
between Ararat and Wolseley at various dates. In 
consequence trains could no longer cross at places 
like Dimboola, Nhill or Kaniva, they had now to 
cross at Dimboola Loop, Kaniva Loop, or Leeor 
Loop. 

The 1986 working timetable shows the two Expresses 

meeting at Kaniva Loop. 

Research for this description has been limited by 
time and the fact that even I haven’t a copy of every 
timetable. It has also been restricted to departures, 
arrivals, meeting points and train numbers. However, 
it may have given some idea of the evolution of the 
InterColonial/Interstate Express trains/Overlands and 
maybe also the difficulties associated with the writing 
of a history of a timetable. 
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Omission: The timetables referred to (Fig. 1, 2 
and 3), in Jack McLean’s article, ‘More Ashy 
Dasher’, (Newsrail, January 1987), were inad- 
vertently omitted, for which we apologise. 


ARHS Dynamometer Car Tour: The promised 
articles on the ARHS Dynamometer Car Tour 
are still coming. They have been delayed as we 
wish to ensure the accuracy of the results. 


NOTHING TO DO 
ON TUESDAY NIGHTS? 


Why not visit the ARHS Archives on 
the Down platform at Windsor from 
8.00 p.m. See you there! 


WHY NOT SUBSCRIBE AND 
HAVE 
NEWSRAIL 
HOME DELIVERED? 


DETAILS: 


A.R.H.S. Membership Officer 
Box 5177AA, G.P.O., Melbourne, 3001 
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A DERM to Tocumwal 


The DERMs of late have enjoyed a renaissance with 
railfans. They have always been popular with fan trips 
such as the suburban tour in September 1984 and twice 
to Barry Beach/Yarram in June 1985. In the previous 
month the DERMs visited Benalla twice, with shuttle 
trips to Goorambat, on railfan trips. I shall give an 
account of the ARHS-organised tour to Tocumwal via 
Wunghnu and Mywee on Sat.15.11.86, this being the 
latest of the DERMs nomadic wanderings. 

On this cloudy but warm Saturday morning, it was 
quite a change not to travel down to Spencer St, 
because the special was attached to the 07 10 Down 


Seymour pass. As I waited for it to arrive at Seymour, 


N464 with the Up Albury arrived early on platform 2, 
only to depart on time at 08 54. G517 on a Down stan- 
dard gauge goods paused at the standard gauge plat- 
form. The reason for my eager anticipation finally 
arrived at platform 1, Seymour at 09 06 ( 6 late). The 
consist was unusual in that it was a normal timetabled 
pass. with an extra DERM attached to the rear, the 
actual consist being 58RM, 104MTH (trailer) and 
64RM. 

Platform 1 Seymour almost resembled platform 1 
Spencer St, before the Aurora departed. An extraor- 
dinary number of people with cameras moved about 
between other V/Line passengers, luggage and parcels. 
The DERMs soon separated, then left the platform 
quickly to clear a path for the 0810 Down Albury 
which proved to have N466 up front, on time at 09 19. 
However, before all the required shunting occurred I 
left to find a photo position for 64RM banking 58RM 


PETER FOOTE 


with 29BCPL which was on loan from SLSPG. Accord- 
ing to the S circular, the assisting DERM was to detach 
at the stop board (104 km). After pushing up the 1-in- 
75 incline, 64RM was to run back to Seymour to form 
8314 (1005) Up Seymour pass. 

After arriving at Mangalore, I waited to join S83RM 
and 29BCPL on train 8393, the ARHS special to 
Tocumwal, reliving the 1960s era while waiting, the 
sticks were lowered to allow the 07 45 Up Cobram a 
clear passage through. X42 rolled through unhindered 
at 09 46, then the almost double-my-age 58RM with a 
similar-aged trailer in the guise of 29BCPL pulled in at 
09 55 (4 late). Once seated I thought back to by gone 
years, by imagining the existence of Tabilk station, 
situated between Mangalore and Nagambie. Its last 
remnants disappeared in October 1984. Nagambie 
welcomed us at 10 12, now 7 late. The crew exchanged 
the staff, giving a chance to look out at Nagambie yard. 
There was no rollingstock, but the superphosphate sid- 
ing does however receive some traffic. The crossing 
loop is now extended to quite a considerable length. 
When the Colbinabbin/Stanhope goods runs, it 
usually crosses the 06 05 Up Cobram pass. here. On to 
Murchison East which is now blossoming into an 
important station. Besides being the terminus for the 
Echuca bus, it has now become a CRP sub-terminal, 
however this could be at the expense of the Stanhope - 
Colbinabbin branch line. Its future is extremely cloudy. 
Also it is proposed that Murchison East is to become 
the last electric staff station before Shepparton, with 
the downgrading of Toolamba before. Without having 


The Saturday 07 10 Down Seymour service on 15.11.86 was the unusual consist of 58RM, MTH trailer and 64RM, 
seen here leaving Kilmore East in conjunction with the ARHS Tocumwal Tour. (John Dare) 


58RM passing through Wunghnu. (Bruce Williams) 


lost anymore time, we waved Murchison East goodbye 
at 10 32, noting the new gravitational siding and associ- 
ated works for the silos. 


Toolamba has been stripped of its former glory of a 
fully interlocked English-style junction station. From 
15 semaphore signals with six roads, to five signals and 
three roads. Once again the staff was changed in the 
box at 1049, as the station is now unmanned on 
weekends. The infrequently used rails of the Echuca 
line that swung to the left watched silently as the 
DERM slowly powered away. Now the land usage is 
slowly progressing through different spheres, from 
predominantly sheep until at Toolamba, spasmodic 
activity outside demonstrated the hay season had 
begun. Evidence abounded with square and round 
bales dotting the countryside. Mooroopna was passed 
through non-stop at 10 59 (still 7 late). The Ardmona 
siding had a large rake of VLCXs and VLDXs. Soon 
the twin steel and concrete bridges spanning the 
Goulburn and Broken Rivers were crossed. Then the 
line skirted around Lake Victoria and the caravan park. 
After crossing the Goulburn Valley Hwy, we 
approached Shepparton station, passing an oil siding. 
1382 sat dead in front of a works train. Arrival even- 
tually was 11 06 (now 9 late). Y175 was spotted further 
back in the yard. Being further behind our schedule 
meant that the first official photostop was deleted, 
fearing that we would block 8307 Down Cobram pass. 


The DERM used all of its available horsepower to 
catapult us into Numurkah, without holding up the 
Down Cobram. Soon I saw racing past, the SPC com- 
plex, Dookie branch line — the heart of the Goulburn 
Valley’s economy — orchards, mixed farms and finally 
zooming past Tallygaroopna at 11 23 (now only 3 late), 
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our first scheduled photostop will have to wait. 
Numurkah was reached 15 minutes later at 11 38, but 
we were 7 late as only 11 minutes had been allowed. As 
soon as the DERM stopped almost everyone 
scrambled towards the conveniently located overhead 
footbridge, to photograph the overtaking of DERM by 
the 8307 Down Cobram. We managed to delay 8307 by 
9 minutes, so N457 finally arrived at 1207 at 
Numurkah. An option was given to forego the rest of 
the tour to visit a winery and four people took up that 
option. According to our circular the turntable wi 0 
be used to ‘“‘turn railmotor’. At the eleventh hour this 
decision was reversed, claiming the turntable was too 
dangerous. We left Numurkah behind, with our pace 
behind not quite so hurried. 

The condition of the Picola branch line looked 
ominous. It has appeared to have finally succumbed to 
such a derelict state that it is unofficially closed. 
Lunches were available to those who ordered them. 
The first of many photostops now took place. Just 
short of Katunga silos the heavens were trying hard to 
put a damper on proceedings as we ventured deeper 
into the Goulburn Valley. Most irrigation channels 
were brimming with water to quench the farms in the 
district. As we travelled closer to Strathmerton, the 
unique aromas of whey from the Kraft factory filled 
our nostrils. 

Our arrival at Strathmerton was noted 6 late at 12 54. 
A lengthy delay, due to safeworking purposes, resulted 
in our departure being at 13 05. Another two photo- 
stops occurred reasonably close together, the first 
being at 13 12, the second 10 minutes later, over a 
flood plain bridge. The flood plains still had many 
pools of water among the red gums. By now the high 
humidity and heat was starting to take its toll upon 
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most of us. As it climbed past the estimated tem- 
perature of 28°C, we all hoped the on-board catering 
service would have sufficient stocks of cool drinks. 
Finally at 13 35 the DERM came to an abrupt halt, fac- 
ing a home signal on stop — this is it, the Tocumwal 
bridge! So a mass exodus was made to find a position 
to record on film 58RM and 29BCPL crossing the 
Murray River on the combined road/rail bridge. As the 
minutes ticked away, some motorists became exasper- 
ated or were bemused at the antics of a weird bunch of 
people photographing a DERM as it approached NSW. 

Leaving the bridge behind, the dual gauge station of 
Tocumwal welcomed us at 13 53 (20 late). As a result 
of our late arrival, our stopover was reduced by 15 
minutes. The large silo complex looked a bit too far 
away to walk to, considering our reduced stopover 
time. Even so, the silo yards appeared to have a heal- 
thy collection of GHs. On the opposite side of the plat- 
form, the standard gauge rails looked decidedly 
unused. You had to be reasonably quick to obtain a 
photo of the DERM facing the Down, before it began 
running around. Soon after S8RM had its radiator end 
leading, all photographers were invited to walk the one 
kilometre of V/Line’s metal situated in foreign soil, to 
record the DERM and trailer, now train 8394, return- 
ing back over the Murray. Once again we had to 
negotiate the combined road/rail bridge as pedestrians, 
whilst vehicles rumbled past dangerously close. 

The horn of 58RM signalled its departure (8 early) 
from Tocumwal at 14 15. On board, after the photos, 
the oppressive air was blown about by plenty of open 
windows. Another photostop occurred on the outskirts 
of the adjoining river flood plains. At 1445 (still 8 
early) we joined the line to Cobram at Strathmerton. 
Now we had time to catch up on some photos, here 
two empty G wagons and a single G wagon full of bri- 
quettes sat, with Kraft Foods being the recipient. 
Noted were the consignee labels — they were marked 
Brunswick Briquette Siding with Kraft/Strathmerton 
pencilled in. After passing through Katunga there are 
some sharp curves in rapid succession, unusual for 
such flat terrain. The grey sombre bricks of Numurkah 
welcomed us again at 15 16 (4 early). Three minutes 
later we quietly slipped out of Numurkah. Another 
photostop occurred at 15 27. I can’t personally recall 


this particular location. 58RM and 29BCPL continued 
past numerous silos and non descript sidings, till Shep- 
parton was reached at 1558 (now only 2 early). 
Another good chance for photos was taken advantage 
of by some. Others visited the ticket office, collectors 
trying to bolster their individual collections. 


Our arrival at the Broken River bridge signalled the 
last scheduled photostop. For quite a few moments 
confusion reigned, the actual photoline was not ade- 
quately pointed out. An obliging and co-operative crew 
stopped the DERM and trailer on the bridge. Soon 
Mooroopna was passed en-route to Toolamba, where 
we arrived at 16 40 (now 5 late). Here an unscheduled 
photostop ensued to take photos of a still intact signal 
box and station buildings. Half a kilometre up the line, 
in place of the ommitted Tallygaroopna shot, another 
photostop took place on the Goulburn River. 
Murchison East was a brief stop of 1 minute as we 
departed at 1718 (20 late). 


The DERM was coasting along to arrive at a silent 
Nagambie and on to Hughes Creek where the bridge 
played host to the last photostop for the day. By now 
the surrounding flora was starting to throw long 
shadows across the line. The shadows crept even 
longer as we arrived at Mangalore at 17 49 (19 late). 
58RM and 29BCPL waited for all who wanted to 
detrain for dinner. Those who were in a hurry to return 
to Melbourne travelled on to Seymour to make a con- 
nection with the 8332 Up Albury pass. while at 
a. 29BCPL was to be exchanged for 104¢MTH 

trailer). 


Later on the DERM returned to Mangalore to pick 
up those who stayed behind to enjoy the traditional 
platform barbeque or roast chicken meal, while every- 
one present was waiting about it was an opportune time 
to see what was running on what, on a Saturday night. 
First seen was the 1605 Up Albury (N464), shortly 
afterwards G518 on an Up standard gauge goods 


rushed past at 1840. G517 on the Up J/ntercapital | 


Daylight passed through. N462 ran the 1750 Down 
Albury. N457 again ran the Down Cobram. By now the 


sun had began to set on what was a extremely well 


patronised and well run excursion. Well done, ARHS 
Tours Committee. 
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Above: 58RM departs for Seymour across the Goulburn River bridge at Toolamba after making an unscheduled 
photo stop. (Bruce Williams) 


Opposite: 58RM on arrival at Tocumwal. (John Dare) 


Below: The gatekeeper on his bicycle escorts 58RM across the Murray River bridge. (John Dare) 
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Port Melbourne and St Kilda Lines 


Classified 


Australia’s first locomotive operated railway, the 132 
year old Port Melbourne line, and the 129 year old St 
Kilda line, Melbourne’s first purely suburban railway 
have received National Trust of Australia (Victoria) 
Classification. Both these historic lines have been 
under threat of closure, or major operational changes 
and partial relocation since 1980. 

To announce the classification, the National Trust 
sponsored a Family Discovery Day along both lines on 
Sunday, 30th November 1986. This event, which 
attracted considerable public interest, included train 
travel, walking and coach tours to places of historic sig- 
nificance and unveiling of commemorative plaques at 
the main stations. Arrangements had been made by 
the Trust with MetRail and in liaison with ElecRail for 
the operation of the restored commemorative Tait 
Train in regular service on nine trips to St Kilda and 
four to Port Melbourne. However, with the likely pre- 
sence of outside pressure groups, beyond the control 
of the Trust, protesting at proposed Government 
changes to the lines, the situation became political. 
Consequently, the Ministry for Transport declined to 
allow the Tait Train to operate. 


STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE 


The following summary of the Classification Proposal is 
taken from a detailed report to the National Trust com- 
piled by Dr D Dunstan, D Moloney and G Austin. 


The significance of the Port Melbourne and St Kilda 
railways derives from their formative influence on 
Melbourne’s railway development, and their respec- 
tive contributions to Melbourne’s economic growth 
and suburban form. Australia’s first public steam train 
commenced services to Port Melbourne on September 
12, 1854. Flinders St was thus established as the foun- 
dation of Melbourne’s rail network. The Port 
Melbourne Railway was an essential component in the 
development of Melbourne as a commercial city in the 
nineteenth century, and remained as the main gateway 
for the city’s international passenger traffic until the 
1960s. Opened in 1857, the St Kilda line was the first 
of purely suburban railways which would influence the 
shape and density of Melbourne. It stimulated St 
Kilda’s development as an elite residential locality and 
major recreational resort. 


CLASSIFICATION DESCRIPTION 


The Port Melbourne and St Kilda Railway Lines Urban 
Conservation Area extends from Flinders St station to 
Port Melbourne and St Kilda stations. The Classified 
Area is a strip of land extending along the railway lines 
and, for the most part, is 100 metres wide. This width 
is based on the original Government Grant of 100 
yards as laid down in The Melbourne & Hobson’s Bay 
Railway Company Act 1853 and the Melbourne & 
Hobson’s Bay Railway Company was entitled to take 
land up to 100 yards in width for the purposes of con- 
structing and operating their railways. Vestiges of this 
original Government Grant may be seen in the planta- 
tion reserves along the railway, between Graham St 
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and Boundary St. In some instances, the Railway Com- 
pany’s grant has reverted to the Crown to be sub- 
divided and sold, or used for Crown purposes. 


KEY PHYSICAL ELEMENTS 


Port Melbourne line: The rail reservation itself, the 
Flinders St and Station Pier - Port Melbourne station 
termini and the bridge across the Yarra River. Included 
in the railway reservation are the landscape reserves 
adjoining the line between Graham and Boundary Sts. 
These reserves are almost certainly the vestiges of the 
land which was left over when, in 1855, the railway 
reserve was reduced in width from the original 100 
yards to 100 feet. The skewed bridge over the Yarra 
remains as striking evidence of the importance of this 
historic link between Melbourne and Hobson’s Bay. It 
has been classified separately by the National Trust and 
is to be retained after the lines’ closure. 


St Kilda line: The rail reservation itself, several 
original extant works of the line, and other later works 
which have been classified by the National Trust. The 
conflict which accompanied the planning of the route 
through Emerald Hill (South Melbourne) and on to 
Fitzroy St and not beyond (the eventual alternative 
extension was to be the Victorian Railways electric 
street railway (tramway to Brighton, opened in 1906) 
was to become characteristic of many subsequent 
suburban railway proposals. The St Kilda railway sta- 
tion is the oldest extant railway station still in daily use 
in Australia. It has altered little since construction in 
1857. Individual National Trust classifications have 
been given to St Kilda station, the stone road over rail 
bridges at Dorcas, Bank and Park Sts, the Albert Park 
and South Melbourne stations. At South Melbourne 
there is an uncommon and attractive railway precint. 
The station, which is nestled in the cutting, is enclosed 
by the Dorcas St stone bridge at one end, and an iron 
footbridge, reputedly erected in 1863, at the other. 
[Editor’s note: Flinders St station, the bridge over the 
Yarra and South Melbourne station are not the 
originals. ] 


PRESERVING THE RAIL ENVIRONMENT 


It can be seen that over the decades, the two railway | 
lines have undergone change associated with fluctuat- | 
ing consumer demand and changes in transport tech- 
nology. Changing travel patterns and relocation of 
shipping freight to new terminals have and continue to 
threaten the lines with closure, conversion to roadway 
and other forms of rail transport. Some of these 
options have the potential to destroy the significance of | 
the two railway lines. In order to preserve the rail 
environment the following management principles are 
recommended: 

(a) Retention of the Route 

The importance of the two railway lines is manifest in | 
their route between Flinders St and Port Melbourne/St | 
Kilda. In order that the significance of the classified | 
area is retained, the existing railway reservation must | 
be preserved. The removal or obliteration of major ele- 
ments which constitute evidence of the railway reser- 
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An Up St Kilda Dog-box passes beneath the Dorcas, Park and Bank Streets bluestone overbridges, built in 1857, 
and into South Melbourne station on 23.10.72. (Gary McDonald) 


vation (e.g. the Sandridge rail bridge and viaduct, the 
embankment between Queensbridge and Clarendon 
Sts, the cutting through Emerald Hill and other ele- 
ments of significance aforementioned) is unacceptable 
and inappropriate. 


(b) Fixed Rail Transport 

Although changes have occurred to the railway lines 
due to fluctuations in consumer demand and develop- 
ments in transport technology (e.g., duplication and 
electrification), nonetheless Port Melbourne, St Kilda 
and Flinders St continue to be linked by a fixed rail ser- 
vice as they have done since 1854/57. The conserva- 
tion of the classified area requires that Port 
Melbourne, St Kilda and Flinders St continue to be 
linked by a fixed rail service. This does not preclude 


| conversion of the railway to some other form of rail 
| service (since this has partly occurred in the past, i.e., 


steam to electric traction in 1919) so long as the three 

termini remain linked and the cultural significance of 

the railways is not detrimentally affected. 
Appreciation of the significance of the classified area 


| and its environs could be enhanced through an 


intepretation program developed by State and Local 
Government and community groups. Such a program 
might combine walking tours of Port Melbourne, 
Emerald Hill, Albert Park, Middle Park, St Kilda, etc. 
(starting at the various railway stations along the way) 
with a lineside guide describing features of, and the 
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historical background to the railway lines. With current 
proposals to develop both St Kilda and Port Melbourne 
as major tourist precincts, such a program would be 
most appropriate. 


A REVIEW OF THE LIGHT RAIL CONCEPT 


The following is a review of the Light Rail Concept as 
seen by Don Potts. 


The National Trust is to be commended for taking the 
initiative in proposing the preservation of the railway 
environment of such lines as those to Port Melbourne 
and St Kilda. In presenting the Classification Statement 
to the State Government and the people, Dr D 
Dunstan and Messrs D Moloney and G Austin have 
thoroughly researched the historic significance of these 
railways in a comprehensive report to support the pro- 
posal adopted by the Trust. 


In formulating the Classification, the Trust has 
demonstrated a sound approach as to what is 
realistically possible for the continued use of these 
lines incorporating flexible modes of fixed rail 
transport suited to modern day needs but still retaining 
notable bridges, buildings, structures, works, objects, 
sites and other features of the original railways. 


Temporary bus services will provide alternative 
transport while rail services are suspended during track 
conversion late in 1987. 
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There are many differing opinions amongst persons 
within and outside the transport industry as to what 
will be best for future commuters served by these two 
routes. A Government brochure released early in 1986 
announcing what is intended includes an artist’s 
impression of a modern Light Rail Vehicle happily 
serving passengers within the preserved railway 
environment at historic South Melbourne station. 
However, since then there have been some qualms 
expressed as to costs and responsibility of maintaining 
the station buildings and the possible substitution of 
vandal resistant light rail stopping places for passenger 
purposes. 

The brochure suggests that ‘‘overall journey times’’, 
including walking times to and from stops, waiting 
times, and time actually spent on the LRV will be up to 
4 minutes quicker from Port Melbourne and 7 minutes 
from St Kilda. This wide ranging statement is some- 
what ambiguous, particularly in relation to those com- 
muters who want to know the nitty-gritty facts as to 
what improvements can be expected in actual travell- 
ing time from point A to B. Parallel to this question is 
the query as to what additional time and inconvenience 
will they have to endure changing modes of transport 
other than already accepted as reasonable for rail tra- 
vellers at the central Flinders St station. 

Since the general acceptance of electric traction for 
tramway services at the beginning of this century, 
experts and commuters have agreed that the best place 
to operate trams is along reserved track to avoid 
inherent delays caused by street motor vehicle traffic. 
Therefore, the most controversial aspect about the 
new fixed rail concept for Port Melbourne and St Kilda 


is the diversion of the flanged wheel conveyances off 
the existing railway reserved track on the outskirts of 
the city down into busy Clarendon St, over Spencer St 
bridge, thence along generally congested Spencer St 
and finally through the Bourke St pedestrian mall. 
During peak hours, even with the flexibility of a car it 
frequently takes 10 mintues and longer to travel from 
Clarendon St to Spencer St station compared to about 1 
minute along the more direct existing rail link, be it by 
Tait or Comeng train or LRV to central Flinders St sta- 
tion. Trams often curtail services at the western end of 
Flinders St rather than lose more time by turning right, 
thence along clogged Spencer St to the terminus at 
Latrobe St. 

Current train travelling times between Flinders St 
station are Port Melbourne 7 minutes and St Kilda 10 
minutes. Obviously, if the LRVs are to reduce the 
somewhat conjectural ‘“‘overall journey times’ by 4 
and 7 minutes respectively, including negotiating the 
inner roadway sections, they may need to be fitted with 
XPT type power units in an endeavour to maintain the 
schedules along the outer reserved track sections! 

The Victoria Transport publication states that ‘‘at 
the end of Bourke St, near Spencer St, a new modern 
interchange facility will be constructed to enable easy 
transfer between the present rail and light rail 
systems’’. This premise does not advise that transfer 
passengers will have to walk up to three times as far 
from the Bourke St interchange to Spencer St station 
suburban platforms as compared to being able to 
simply change trains/ LRVs at Flinders St station. This 
will not only be an inconvenience but also surely add to 
the ‘‘overall journey times’’. For those who find all this 


Swing-door trains at St Kilda on 2.2.73. (Late Harry Williams) 
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A refurbished Harris train set arrives at South Melbourne with an Up St Kilda service on Sun.11.11.84. (John Dare) 


too horrific it is offically suggested that ‘‘passengers 
who need to travel to the Flinders St area will still be 
able to use the Garden City buses from Port 
Melbourne (30 minutes) and Swanston St trams from 
St Kilda (20-25 minutes). Note: These times not men- 
tioned in the promotional brochure but subsequently 
obtained from The Met are ‘‘average’? with due 
allowance for quicker or slower trips subject to street 
traffic density. Thus, travelling time from Port 
Melbourne and St Kilda to Flinders St under the pro- 
posed new system could, subject to whichever of the 
aforementioned alternatives the average commuter 
finds ‘‘convenient”’, take up to four times as long as it 
did when the rail lines were first opened for passenger 
traffic 132 and 129 years ago, respectively — some- 
what akin to the Werribee folk when their direct 
Geelong line services were re-routed via the new line 
through Westona. 

The building of the light rail link will cost in the 
order of $11.5 million at last year’s prices. This 
includes conversion of the existing broad gauge rail 
tracks to standard gauge to enable the LRVs to operate 
also on the street tramway system. This can be com- 
pared with the $6 million estimated to be required for 
works to maintain two (not four as already exist) lines 
on the Sandridge bridge over the Yarra River for con- 
ventional rail passenger and freight services. On the 
other hand there is comment within railway circles that 
The Bridge could be ‘‘fixed’’ to accommodate two 
tracks for LRVs at a substantially lesser amount. This 
option would satisfy the National Trust Classification 
that The Bridge be preserved with a fixed rail environ- 
ment. 
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The light rail vehicles will cost $12 million, but it is 
said that these will release train sets to the value of $9 
million for use on other rail lines. This mathematical 
calculation appears to ignore the fact that the refur- 
bished Harris car sets are presently restricted to use on 
the Port Melbourne, St Kilda and Sandringham lines 
due to awkward driving cabs. It is suggested that the 
project will result in an annual saving of $1.1 million in 
operating costs. 


IS THERE A BETTER WAY? ... 


The most sensible suggestion I have been privy to over 
lunch would have the LRVs continuing along the 
existing exclusive railed right-of-way over the 
Sandridge bridge straight into Flinders St station. 
Then, instead of as officially proposed, proceeding 
north via Bourke St along the tram route to East 
Brunswick, the LRVs would continue through Flinders 
St station, under busy Swanston St and with a relatively 
simple engineering exercise, join the tram line in adja- 
cent Batman Ave to provide the East Burwood route 
service which, wisely, already has reserved trackage in 
the outer regions. This idea would ensure that The 
Bridge continues to have a fixed rail environment, 
keep the LRVs out of some of Melbourne’s most 
busiest streets and maintain the convenience for 
through travellers to be able to change trains/LRVs 
within the confines of central Flinders St station. 

Of course, many Newsrail readers would probably 
agree that the simplest solution could be in the conver- 
sion of several modern Comeng train M-cars to dou- 
ble-enders for two-way, one-car operation with facility 
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A four-car swing-door train crosses the Yarra River bound for 
Port Melbourne on the “Grand Final Day” of running Dog-box 
trains in regular service on the V.R. 26.1.74. (Late Harry 
Williams) 
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Above: K190 arrives at Port Melbourne station during the 125th Anniversary of the Port Melbourne line. 
Sun.16.9.79. (John Dare) 


Opposite: K190 shunts the combined Veteran-Vintage train in former boat train style on Station Pier, Port 
Melbourne. Sun.16.9.79. (John Dare) 


Below: An artist’s impression of the proposed Light Rail Service at South Melbourne. 


to add extra cars during busy periods. Even allowing 
for costs to fix the bridge there would be plenty of 
change left over from $21.5 million likely to be incur- 
red for track gauge conversion and provision of new 
LRVs. 


Another proposal, obviously not dreamt up by those 
dependent upon public transport or with a shred of 
respect for preservation of the State’s heritage was the 
complete demolition of the Sandridge rail bridge and 
associated viaducts, plus the railway enbankments 
(even where it is proposed to run the LRV’s) to pro- 
vide a better view of South Melbourne from the north- 
ern side of the Yarra. One wonders if these trendies 
have ever looked at the view which has been partly 
obscured for almost ninety-nine years by the main 
Flinders St viaduct. Further west, the old industrial 
structures are hardly an attractive sight for the eyes. 


If the bridge is abandoned for fixed rail traffic there 
will eventually be the need for major repairs to catch 
up on long deferred preventative maintenance even if 
it is only used as a pedestrian or bike path littered with 
gaudy snack stalls or flea markets. Such a situation 
would certainly be contrary to the National Trust’s 
Classification. 


Other proposals include demolition of the Port 
Melbourne and St Kilda platforms at Flinders St sta- 
tion for a roadway. One of the outer rail tracks was 
removed several years ago as part of river bank land- 
scaping. One suggestion mooted prior to the change of 
Government was to cancel regular public services and 
offer the lines to preservation societies for operation of 
historical trains. A static museum could be housed in 
the ornate Montague Shipping and Custom Sheds built 
in 1915 and close to the Polly Woodside exhibit. This 
idea was not proceeded with mainly after it was dis- 
closed that the Yarra River bridge would need major 
repairs to accommodate heavy steam locomotives. 
More recent suggestions that restored vintage red 
suburban electric trains operate services to attract 
tourist travel would not be acceptable to management 
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for maintenance reasons and the likelihood that the 
rollingstock would be wrecked by vandals. 


A SAD REFLECTION 


I have read and heard it said by Commissioners such as 
Harold Clapp through to George Brown of the solid 
unity amongst the vast family of people who made up 
the Victorian Railways Department. Alas, most of this 
was shattered by the division of VicRail into the separ- 
ate identities of V/Line and MetRail. Despite the 
intentions of Transport Victoria for co-ordinated public 
transport we now have the sad situation even within 
the railways themselves of the general attitude ‘‘us or 
them’’. As if this isn’t bad enough, a potential new 
minefield has been opened up between unions over 
the proposed introduction of LRVs on converted con- 
ventional rail routes. It has been said that while the 
trammies want to operate the LRVs in the streets, the 
railway unions are equally as firm that they desire to 
control them along rail routes. If this inter-union 
problem is not resolved the need for crew-change 
facilities at Clarendon St will not enhance the predic- 
tion that “‘the most tangible benefit to passengers will 
be savings in travel time” on the Port Melbourne and 
St Kilda lines. Part of the answer as to why the Govern- 
ment is intent on re-routing these services from the 
railway reservation into the streets is to avoid confron- 
tation between the different unions if the LRVs 
entered Flinders St station under the control of tram- 
way Crews. 

All things being equal, or otherwise, particularly 
with memories of hiccups that occurred with the 
introduction of the new tramway extension to East 
Burwood and re-routing of Werribee rail passenger ser- 
vices it would be unwise for fixed rail and flanged 
wheel enthusiast societies to rush into print a fixed 
date for first trips on grand opening day for LRV ser- 
vices to Port Melbourne or St Kilda. And, finally, 
heaven forbid, will the advent of LRVs create turmoil 
for the societies as to whether these vehicles are 
indeed, ‘‘trams”’ or ‘‘trains”’! 


General News 


Ararat depot: A V/Line report recently commissioned 
has recommended that the Ararat Loco Depot be 
downgraded. On Ararat the report said: ‘‘Extended 
train crew mileage, shunting operations restructure, 
CANAC implementations and unit train operations 
are likely to cause significant reduction in the size of 
Ararat as a locomotive train crew depot. It is possible 
that in the future Portland based crews may be utilised 
to run against Dimboola or Maryborough based crews 
and this will be examined’’. Manpower strength at the 
Ararat depot is likely to decrease by approximately 80 
per cent over the next three years. (IB) 


National Trust — Railway Discovery Day: The 
President of ARHS (Vic Division) was a member of 
the official party of the National Trust’s Railway Dis- 
covery Day held on Sun.30.11.86. 

The Port Melbourne and St Kilda railway lines have 
been classified by the National Trust in recognition of 
their historical importance. 

The significance of the Port Melbourne and St Kilda 
railways derives from their formative influence on 
Melbourne’s railway development, and their respec- 
tive contributions to Melbourne’s economic growth 
and suburban form. Australia’s first public steam train 
commenced services to Port Melbourne in 1854. Flin- 
ders St was thus established as the foundation of 
Melbourne’s rail network. The Port Melbourne railway 
was an essential component in the development of 
Melbourne as a commercial city in the nineteenth cen- 
tury and remained as the main gateway for the city’s 
international passenger traffic until the 1960s. Opened 
in 1857, the St Kilda line was the first of the purely 
suburban railways which would influence the shape 
and density of Melbourne. It stimulated St Kilda’s 
development as an elite residential locality and major 
recreational resort. 

Along the route of the two railway lines are many 
individual elements of aesthetic, historic, scientific 
and/or social importance. These elements include 
Flinders St station; the Sandridge rail bridge; Port 
Melbourne, South Melbourne, Albert Park and St 
Kilda stations; the road-over-rail bridges at Dorcas, 
Park and Bank Sts and the landscape reserves adjoining 
the Port Melbourne railway line between Boundary 
and Graham Sts. These elements must be conserved 
so as to retain their significance, as should other ele- 
ments considered important to the local community. 

The Railway Discovery Day was a remarkable suc- 
cess involving people from community groups as well 
as residents in the municipalities of Port Melbourne, 
South Melbourne and St Kilda. 


The Vinelander: Victoria’s only intrastate sleeping car 
train, the Vinelander, will be cut back to operate on 
Thursdays, Fridays and Sundays following the 
introduction of a daylight service to Mildura commenc- 
ing from Sun.15.2.87. V/Line expects a 10 per cent 
increase in patronage on the Mildura service. The 
change follows a concerted effort by V/Line passenger 
service’s division to downgrade the service in favour of 
buses, although this has met with strong resistance 
from the Mildura community. 

Apart from the V/Line bus, passenger traffic bet- 
ween Mildura and Melbourne is competing with six 
return airflights a day. Whilst the Vinelander receives 
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good support from the Mildura end of the service, V/ 
Line have done little to promote the train from the 
Melbourne end and local observers will be watching V/ 
Line’s efforts to promote the new timetable. (BMcL) 


Rail link upgrade: V/Line will spend $2.7 million to 
upgrade the Heywood to Mount Gambier rail line, the 
Victorian Transport Minister, Mr Roper, has 
announced. Mr Roper said the money would be used 
to carry out badly needed works on the 70 kilometres 
of track which comprises the Victorian section of the 
line. 

It is seen as a major boost for the Green Triangle 
(the marketing name for the Mount Gambier region). 
“The route is 90 kilometres in length and respon- 
sibility for the 20 kilometres in South Australia rests 
with Australian National Railways. But of course the 
trains are operated throughout by V/Line and it has 
the major responsibility for the line’’. 

Mr Roper said the track was in generally poor condi- 
tion because only minimum maintenance had been 
carried out in recent years. A speed restriction of 30 
km/h applied between Heywood and Lyons and 50 
km/h between Lyons and the border. 

Speed was also restricted over the Glenelg River 
bridge. Rail movements on the line have increased 
substantially in recent years, particularly for briquettes 
and grain (WAT) 


Line closure? Growers along the Meringur line are 
angered by a recommendation that the Redcliffs - 
Meringur line be closed in lieu of upgrading. Growers 
want to know who will be responsible for maintaining 
and upgrading the roadway running parallel to the rail- 
way. The roadway, with many sections with only a 12- 
foot wide seal, is limited to 20 tonnes but grain trucks 
can weigh up to 40 tonnes. 

The growers intend to ask the Minister for Transport 
to retain the rail system, or at the least, upgrade the 
line from Redcliffs to Werrimull. STA Board Member 
and Victorian Farmers Federation Grains councillor, 
Mr Stan Pickering who lives along the line near 
Meringur, has stated that the line will remain open 
until it becomes unsafe to run. 

If the line should close, growers will have to 
transport their grain to Carwarp or turn to the South 
Australian system. On a positive note, the Minister has 
announced that $4.5 million would be spent to carry 
our rehabilitation works on the Manangatang to 
Robinvale line which carries a large amount of dried 
fruit in containers in addition to grain. The Mildura to 
Yelta line will also be upgraded at a cost of $3.4 million. 
(BMcL) 


New transport strategies call for cuts in staffing: Vic- 


toria’s two public transport authorities have prepared a 


list of almost 100 economy measures as part of a | 


program to streamline services in the next 18 months 
tg two years. The list of present and planned measures 


is a prelude to two new transport strategies which will | 
guide development of the Metropolitan Transit | 


Authority and the State Transport Authority from 
1988-89 to 2000. 
It is clear from the list that staff cutting will continue, 


new types of transport will be introduced and ticket | 


{ 


machines will be seriously considered as part of the | 
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latest reforms. An interim industrial agreement is 
likely to be negotiated between the transport 
authorities and unions to establish a basis for introduc- 
tion of the long-term plans. Two of the keys to the 
strategies are changed work practices and new tech- 
nology, including extensive introduction of computers 
and changed management practices. 

The Met has started investigating ticket issuing and 
checking machines, which would require passengers to 
buy tickets in advance for most journeys and validate 
the tickets on vehicles or at stations. Off-vehicle ticket 
sales, either through machines or agencies, would 
eliminate the need for conductors on modern trams, 
although it is expected that they would remain on 
some older trams for safety reasons. 

In Melbourne, more articulated buses and trams will 
be introduced, some existing transport services will be 
reviewed and new services are expected to be 
introduced in outer areas. By December 1988 the Met 
is expected to be operating 32 articulated trams, 25 of 
them on the St Kilda and Port Melbourne light rail 
lines, which are due to replace ‘“‘heavy rail’ services 
late this year. 

The Met, with the Ministries of Transport and Plan- 
ning, is also believed to be considering hiring consul- 
tants for a $20,000 study of the Sandringham rail line. 
Transport sources believe that the line, now linked to 
St Kilda and Port Melbourne, will also be converted to 
light rail. (Age, IBB) 


Full steam ahead — again: Victoria’s answer to the 
Orient Express — the Melbourne Limited — will ride 
again. Two Newcastle businessmen, Michael Wansey 
and Peter Cleaves, revealed they had secured State 
Government backing to revive the charter steam train 
business. 

Armed with loans of $6.5 million from the Victorian 
Economic Development Corporation, they plan to 
have the luxury train running again. It will form part of 
a bold tourism venture on rails, on the water and in the 
air. 

As well as operating the Melbourne Limited the 
partners plan to use a $10 million steamship and a DC3 
plane for business and pleasure charters. They will 
bring the SS South Steyne, a 65-metre steamship now 
being refurbished in NSW, to Melbourne, where it will 
dock at Station Pier. 

Mr Wansey said the ship, which can accommodate 


| up to 1200 passengers, would be used for cruises on 
| Port Phillip Bay. The partners will operate a refur- 


bished vintage DC3 for charter flights out of Essen- 
don. (Herald) 


Rail plan to lure drivers: Sometime this year in scrub 
between Lilydale and Mooroolbark, work is expected 
to start on a $4.7 million railway station, complete with 
parking for up to 2000 cars. It would, perhaps, better 


| be described as a car park with an access railway, for it 


aims to cater for the growing number of people driving 
to Lilydale or Mooroolbark stations, then continuing 


their journeys by train. 


Announcing the project the Minister for Transport, 
Mr Roper, said rapid growth in the number of drive- 
ride commuters soon would create parking shortages at 
both these stations. The proposed new location, at the 
corner of Hull and Mooroolbark Rds, includes con- 
struction of a station and ample parking spaces without 
intruding on nearby shopping and community 


| facilities. 
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It would also be well placed for drive-ride com- 
muters in the Yarra Valley and nearby sections of the 
Dandenong Ranges. The first stage of the project will 
be to buy about five hectares of land, then construct a 
station building, an island platform and space for 300 
cars. It will cost $1.9 million. 

Another $2.8 million will be needed to expand the 
parking zone to accommodate up to 2000 cars, 
although no date has been set for this. (Age, IBB) 


Overland by day? The Daylink train and coach service 
between Melbourne and Adelaide was so successful 
that a daylight train service could soon be introduced, 

Transport Minister Tom Roper said recently “Since 
Daylink was introduced last December it tas carried 
more than 9000 passengers, and there has also been a 
5.3 per cent increase in patronage on the Overland,” he 
said. At present Daylink includes V/Line’s InterCity 
services to Dimboola and a five-star road coach from 
there to Adelaide. Mr Roper also said the Overland will 
be improved. It is proposed to upgrade the existing car- 
riages, provide new carpets, re-upholster seats and 
improve the decor and lighting in the lounge cars. (V/ 
Line Update) 


‘Skytrain’ a special: V/Line has joined forces with 
East-West Airlines to offer a special travel package for 
business commuters from Albury and Wodonga. Ron 
Howes, Passenger Services, said the traveller can, for 
$84, travel from Albury by rail or air, with the return 
journey on the other mode of transport. ‘‘People with 
urgent medical appointments will also find this travel 
package of benefit’’, said Ron. ‘‘Although aimed at the 
same day traveller, the return portion of the ticket can 
be used whenever the traveller wishes, which will also 
suit holidaymakers”’, Ron added. (V/Line Update) 


Steel trains: Here is some good news regarding steel 
transport and the railways, BHP recently rationalised 
its shipping operations and turned to rail to transport a 
large amount of their steel products, with two extra 
trains of steel out of Port Kembla per week to Long 
Island to cope with this extra loading. These are: 


1. Normal Port Kembla - Albury, trans- ship, Albury - 
Long Island (broad gauge). 

2. Extra Port Kembla - Dynon, NFUF wagons. 

3. Extra Port Kembla - Dynon, NODYs with coil back 
loading. 

In October 1986 one each of NODY, NOCY and 

NCDY were sent to Melbourne from NSW for inspec- 

tion with a view to getting these wagons into regular 

Victorian standard gauge service as a ban has been 

imposed on these and other freight wagons for over 

ten years. 

The outcome of this is that we will soon have block 
trains of NODY wagons in service (should be happen- 
ing by the time this gets to print) alongside the NFUF 
wagons ae all the way into Victoria with slab and 
coil steel from Port Kembla. Coil steel production at 
Long Island has been increased due to a downturn at 
Port Kembla works and to help cope with this extra 
traffic, V/Line has borrowed NFHX wagons from 
aM to augment the VOEX fleet on broad gauge. 

BL 


Line closures: On Mon.8.12.86 the following lines 
were permanently closed to all rail traffic. (WTT 1034/ 
86) 

Timboon Junction - Timboon 

Hopetoun - Patchewollock 
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East Natimuk - Noradjuha 
East Natimuk - Carpolac 
Jeparit - Yanac 

North Creswick - Allendale 
Wedderburn Junction - Wedderburn 
Piangil - Kooloonong 
Elmore - Diggora West 
Dookie - Katamatite 
Numurkah - Picola 

Bowser - Peechelba East 
Moe - Yallourn 

Traralgon - Cowwarr. 


Services were permanently suspended between Moula- 
nein and Balranald on Mon.8.12.86, pending amend- 
ment to the Border Railways legislation which is 
required to authorise formal closure. 

The following lines are operating on the existing 
minimum maintenance basis and should be perma- 
nently closed to all rail traffic when no longer operable: 


Redcliffs - Meringur 

Murchison East - Colbinabbin 

Rushworth - Stanhope 

Bowser - Myrtleford 

Cowwarr - Maffra 

Welshpool - Yarram. 
But it’s not all bad news on the branch line scene as the 
Victorian Government V/Line have announced they 
are going to upgrade the following lines: 
Woorinen - Piangil — relaying with 40 kg/m rail 

recently completed. Reopened Mon.15.12.1986. 


Horsham - East Natimuk — to be relaid with 40 kg/m 
rail commencing in 1987/88 and to be completed for 
the 1988/89 harvest. 

Shepparton - Dookie — to be relaid with 40 kg/m rail 
commencing early 1987 and to be completed for the 
1987/88 harvest. 

Mildura - Yelta — to be relaid with 40 kg/m rail com- 
mencing in 1987/88 and to be completed for the 
1988/89 harvest. 

Heywood - Mt Gambier — deferred track maintenance 
to proceed. New bridge to be constructed over 
Glenelg River at Dartmoor commencing mid-1987 
and be completed late 1988. 

Manangatang - Robinvale — track to be upgraded 
using existing 30 kg/m AS rail commencing during 
1987 and to be completed for the 1988/89 harvest. 

WTT 1033/86 states: ‘““Commencing Monday Ist 
December 1986, the section of track between 
Ballarat East and Eureka will be closed to all traffic’. 
aoe section of track in Victoria bites the dust. 

BL 


Horsham area line closures: On Mon.24.11.86, I 
made a quick inspection of railway remnants in the 
Balmoral to Noradjuha and East Natimuk area. A 
more thorough inspection was carried out on 
Thurs.18.12.86 from Cavendish. Some sections of the 
track have oodles of trees thriving between and around 
the rails. Whistle boards and signals were generally in 
place, with station buildings abandoned to vandals and 


the elements. Level-crossing signs were in site from | 


Balmoral station building. Thurs.18.12.86. (lan Stanley) 


54 


NEWSRAIL | 


East Natimuk station building, still open on Thurs.18.12.86. (lan Stanley) 


the crossing at the Hamilton end of Noradjuha to East 
Natimuk, as was the triangular location signal, albeit 
askew, at Noradjuha. 

The Carpolac line just west of Natimuk looked quite 
useable on 24.11. However, its level-crossing signs at 
East Natimuk and the Wimmera Hwy, down from 
Natimuk, had been removed during December. The 
latter crossing had had boards placed across the track, 
the nails used still shiny. The approach rail crossing 
warning signs were still in place on the highway. The 
level-crossing at the Up end of Natimuk still had its 
signs on 18.12. 

At Noradjuha, the track and platform remains 
| (Down side of track) were becoming overgrown with 
grass and bushes. The station building had long gone. 
The ends of the loop siding were visible, but much of 
the siding was buried under an enlarged road vehicle 
movement area between the silos and grain shed. One 
visible section was pushed out of alignment. By 24.11, 
the rails in the sealed road crossing at the Up end had 
all but been sealed over. Although still officially open, 
a train would have had difficulty getting there, and if it 
did get through, a loco could not run-around its train. 

At East Natimuk the timber station building on the 
cut-back platform (Down side of track) was in dis- 
repair. Several sleepers have been replaced and the 
scotch blocks ‘‘glistened’? in newly painted white. 
Other evidence of the current $4.1 million upgrading 
of the Horsham -East Natimuk line could be seen from 
| the Wimmera Hwy where track had been newly 
ballasted and levelled between East Natimuk and 
Quantong. 
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At Natimuk, the large and multi-windowed station 
building (Down side of track) appeared intact. It even 
bore a nameplate, with marks where another had been. 
Several new sleepers (not laid) were in the station yard. 
An unofficial level-crossing over the track at the Up 
end of the platform was well-used by road vehicles. 

There were no rail vehicles at Noradjuha, East 
Natimuk or Arapiles on 18.12. Off-register RY and GY 
4-wheel wagons were at all other station sites looked at. 
Brake hoses were missing from most, if not all, and 
some brake-hose taps were also gone. At least one 
truck was minus an auto coupler. Several of the trucks 
had been covered with new, yellow, V/Line tarpaulins 
since 28.12. 

The tally of vehicles seen: Cavendish (8), Gatum 
(5), Vasey (4, including 1 yellow GY), Balmoral 
(6RYs), Englefield (6), Kanagulk (3), Jeffries (IRY, 1 
yellow GY), Toolondo (2) and Jallumba (5, including 
1 yellow GY). The GY at Jeffries testified as to its 
grainproofing — water in it was only very slowly drip- 
ping from the closed doors. Jeffries consisted of a loop 
siding on the west side. The 50 foot (approx. 15 
metres) long platform — it had once been 200 feet — 
nee apparently gone well before the line closed in the 
1970s. 

The partially dismantled remains of the 6-ton cranes 
still stand at Balmoral. Kanawalla, Kyup and Urangara 
sites were not visited. 

The lines from East Natimuk to Noradjuha and to 
Carpolac were officially closed on Mon.8.12.86. The 
line between Noradjuha and Hamilton was officially 
closed on Sun.1.7.79. (OHB) 
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Traffic 


WOLSELEY LINE & BRANCHES 


Depot visits: (all Ararat) 

Sun.5.10: G513, 525, $300, T357, 362, 366, 371, 379, 
387, 404, 409, Y154, 158, 159, BL32, 967. 

Sun.12.10: G522, S312, 7350, 357, 371, 381, 387, 397, 
409, Y158, 159. 

Sun.19.10: C505, $312, T353, 356, 358, 371, 380, 381, 
407, Y138, 151, 157, 158. 

Sun.26.10: S317, T7358, 355, 362, 367, 371, 380, 394, 
407, Y137, 158. 

Sun.2.11: G524, T350, 353, 355, 360, 362, 364, 371, 
380, 407, Y137, 157, 158, 932. 

-Sun.9.11: G513, 514, S310, T347, 348, 349, 362, 371, 
372, 380, 382, Y137, 153, 157, 158. 

acta 1: S311, T347, 353, 357, 372, 374, 385, Y137, 
158. 

Sun.23.11: G514, S306, T347, 349, 356, 357, 365, 374, 
383, 385, 402, Y156, 157, 158, BL26, 947. (PJM) 


Sunday Dimboola pass.: Changes in both loco and 
passenger stock have been noted once again. Locos are 
now usually N class. In fact a single unit plus an N set. 
This is quite a change from the double-headed S or B 
class and nine or ten-car set of a few years ago or more 
recently a double-headed X class with an Z set. 


Some recent observations on the Up are listed: 
Sun.5.10: N456-X40-Z58 
Sun.12.10: A78-N462-N5-Z58 
Sun.19.10: X35-A70-Z55. 
Sun.26.10: A66-A79-N9 
Sun.2.11: N463-N2 
Sun.9.11: N466-N19 
Sun.23.11: N460-N453-N3-2xD. (PJM) 


Up morning Dimboola pass.: This train has been 
afflicted with delays, particularly during November 
after a period of reliable running. Some mornings it has 
been between 10 and 30 minutes late at Stawell. 
Motive power continues to be S class locos as a rule 
with $304, 307, 312 and 317 being regular performers. 
Unusually, first series X class have also appeared, X44 
on Wed.15.10, X39 on Sat.8.11 and X42 from 
Mon.17.11 to Fri.21.11. N class locos have appeared as 
follows: N463 on Tues.4.11, N460 on Tues.11.11, 
N458 on Wed.12.11 and N464 on Sat.22.11 and 
Mon.24.11. The highlight of the period was Thurs.2.10 
when B75 and S307 did the honors. (PJM) 

Depot sightings: (all Mildura) 

Sun. 5.10: N458, S317, T321, 350, 375, 386, Y15S. 
Sun.12.10: N466, T355, 359, 383, 392, X37, Y15S. 

Sun.19.10: N452, B84, X31, T363, 386, 396, YISS. 

Sun.26.10: B63, N461, T350, 386, X44, Y155. 

Sun. 9.11: N456, T391, 394, X36. 

Sun.16.11: A85, B63, T352, 397, Y153. 

Sun.23.11: T352, 363, 386, 397, X32, 44. (BMcL) 


BENDIGO LINE & BRANCHES 


Tourist Commission: Steamrail ran a special charter 
for the Victorian Tourist Commission on Sat.15.11 to 
Echuca returning to Melbourne on Sun.16.11. The 
train consist was R761-Goulburn-51AE-Norman and 
the maximum speed allowable was 100 km/h. (JG, 
FS) 
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High powered pass.: On Tues.11.11 the 18 30 Down 
Bendigo pass. was hauled by N462-X31-T387-T378 
with a consist of Z52-D349. (JG) 


Woorinen - Piangil upgrading: This work was ready 
for the first grain trains to run to clear grain received 
early in December, although some ballasting remained 
to be done at the Piangil end. 

On Thurs.11.12, G522 came to Swan Hill, the first 
working of a G class this far. Despite a minor derail- 
ment while shunting at Lake Boga when a rail snapped 
under the locomotive as it placed wagons in No.3 road, 
G522 was able to run to Piangil during the afternoon. 
Earlier that day the GEB had carried out tests on a high 
speed outloading spout as the last of the ballast was laid 
in the Piangil yard. 

G522 returned to Piangil on Mon.15.12 and cleared 
loading from Piangil and Miralie before going on to 
Nyah West. After picking up extra loaded VHGYs the 
train awaited the arrival of the Minister for Transport, 
Mr Roper, who inspected the new line and drove a 
ceremonial spike before going to Swan Hill to officially 
open upgraded passenger facilities at the Swan Hill sta- 
tion. The train picked up further loading at Pira before 
proceeding on to Swan Hill. 


My information that rerailing was to commence at | 


the Piangil end (October, p. 312) proved to be incor- 
rect. Although rails were taken through to Piangil on 
the first rail trains, rerailing actually commenced from 
the Woorinen end. 


Sidings at Pira, Nyah West, Miralie and Piangil have 


been extended and laid with heavy rail. The siding at 
Woorinen is to be done early in 1987 and still can only 
take Y or T class engines. 

T class locomotives were used on plant trains and 
virtually all ballast trains were double-headed. When 
ballasting commenced the only crossing loop available 
was Woorinen. However for much of the period this 
siding was occupied by bitumen tankers used in con- 


junction with RCA works in the area and empty ballast | 


trains had to be pushed back into Swan Hill. 

The first siding to become available to run engines 
round was Pira. Also as soon as this siding was com- 
pleted VHGY wagons were made available to clear the 
previous seasons grain. 

Ballast trains ran seven days per week during 
November and early December. (AF) 


N455: This locomotive is to be named at Swan Hill on | 


Sun.22.2 when promotional free train trips between 
aes Hill, Lake Boga and Woorinen will be staged. 
AF) 


NORTH-EASTERN LINE & BRANCHES 


Avenel notes: On Mon.15.12, a Way and Works train 
(9373) hauled by T391 consisting of transportable 
workers huts passed through Avenel at 21 06 on its 
way to Yarrawonga. The train crossed $317-S312-T376 
on the Up Albury steel train (S312 ran 9303 Down 
Wodonga goods earlier the same day). On Fri.19.12, 
T391 again ran 9373 Down Ways and Works train 
passing through Avenel at 1913 and consisting of 


workmen’s huts and mechanised track machines. The | 


North-east line is currently playing host to two extra 
trains till further notice. The first is a superphosphate 
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train originating from Portland at 19 10 every Thurs- 
day, Geelong at 08 15 on a Friday and timed to pass 
through Avenel at 15 32 as 9319 on Fridays. It returns 
on the Up every Tuesday as 9312. The second train is a 
Geelong -Oaklands grain train. Running on a daily 
basis it is timed to pass Avenel on the Down at 02 32 
and return through Avenel on the Up at 1405. (PF) 


Albury line sightings: 

On Mon.20.10.86, N465 ran a test trip from Somerton 
to Wallan, departing Somerton at 09 50. It then ran 
to Newport workshops to be weighed, and finally ran 
to Dynon arriving at 1400. On Wed.22.10, N465- 
VBAX-Norman passed through Somerton on a 
Down special at 09 40. 


On Tues.21.10, T360-T348 ran light loco to Tottenham 
yard to run 10 50 Seymour goods 9313, then picked 
up L-M-L-P-GY-VPCX and ran back to Centre 
yard, Melbourne yard, ran around the train, coupled 
up to more loading, and departed at 13 20 with 
VFLX-L-M-L-P-GY-VPCX-VZLA-VQXCx3- 
VPCX-VLCXx3. 


On Tues.18.11, 9345 Tottenham - Albury goods 


departed at 22 30 with a huge train of B80-T362- 
48=75=79 1238 tonne. 

On Wed.19.11, 9332 Up Shepparton goods departed 
Kilmore East at 01 20 with locos T349-T382-T378- 
T409. (GMcL) 


EASTERN LINES & BRANCHES 


Link Tours: On Fri.14.11, Link Tours operated the 
‘‘Party Tracker’? dance train to Korumburra. The train 
was tabled to leave Spencer St at 19 00 and return by 
00 23, Sat.15.11. The train was made up as follows: 
T388-18CE-1BW-60BW-14CW. (JG) 


Diesel hauled goods: Diesels are continuing to be 
regularly used on both passenger and goods workings 
in place of L class locos between Melbourne and Tra- 
ralgon. Recent sightings of diesel hauled Up briquette 
trains have been: 

Mon.3.11: $312 departing Pakenham at 11 55. 
Fri.7.11: S$310-T409 passing through Berwick at 17 00. 
Thurs.20.11: S309 with a short rake of Gs passing 

Longwarry at 13 30. (TD) 


To Bairnsdale on bike—special day Sat.29.11: My 
trip started at Caulfield where the first bike special, due 
to leave at 06 35, didn’t arrive until 06 27. I left on the 
07 10 suburban, which connects with the Traralgon 
train at Dandenong. The suburban reached Dan- 
denong 2 minutes early at 07 37, and the late special 
hauled by T379-T359 went through at 07 40 while a 
few passengers were changing trains. 

L1165 on the Traralgon train started punctually at 
07 45 and it was soon obvious that it was running on 
yellow signals behind the bike special. This train con- 
veyed 38 passengers, plus some bikes of its own, 2 


The scene at Bairnsdale shortly after the arrival of the second special train conveying participants for the bike ride. 
Sat.29.11.86. (R. Dunbar) 
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from Pakenham and 4 from Nar-Nar-Goon. There 
were delays waiting line clear at Longwarry and 
Drouin, and arrival at Warragul was 8 minutes late at 
08 46. Here there was an announcement that due to 
extra trains and congestion on the line the train would 
terminate and passengers would go to Traralgon by 
bus. The bus departed at 08 56 after 21 passengers and 
the 6 bikes had been loaded, and reached Traralgon at 
09 58, 31 minutes late. This was still 5 minutes ahead 
of the next special, so it was difficult to see why the 
train was unable to run. A different bus was already 
loaded with 30 passengers for the 1000 Up service 
from Traralgon. 

The second special with T396-T403 was at Traralgon 
10 03-1005, and the Gippslander 10 48-10 56. This 
train was a double N set and also conveyed cyclists. 
N458 was the arriving engine, then T401-T400 took 
the train on to Bairnsdale, arriving 2 minutes late. At 
Fernbank (kept open as an electric staff station 
especially for this day’s traffic), the empty cars off the 
first special were in ‘the loop. 

The third special, due into Bairnsdale to cross the Up 
Gippslander, had been delayed. The Up train left on 
time, and got as far as Stratford where T375-T378 were 
in the loop on the Down. With Sale unable to be used 
to cross trains, the Gippslander had to remain at Strat- 
ford for the last special which arrived at 14 21 behind 
T407-T406. In a very smart piece of work the Up train 
was away before the Down train had stopped. The late- 
ness was slightly reduced to 15 minutes by Moe. Here I 
waited for the stopping train back to Trafalgar, and in 
the interval a Down goods hauled by L1160-L1174 


Stratford stationmaster, Mr Ern Powell beside the Stratford 
Junction Signal Box, which has now been removed and taken 
for use by Puffing Billy. (Gippsland Times photo) 
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passed through. N463 was on the Up local pass. The 
second lot of Up empty cars passed Trafalgar at 17 01. 
(SRMcL) 


Trafalgar under threat: The new Gippsland service 
due to start on Sun.15.2.87 (the start of suburban 
operation to Warragul) provides a worse service to the 
Latrobe Valley generally, with the cancellation of two 
trains each way on weekdays, and a serious deteriora- 
tion in the service to Trafalgar and Yarragon. Instead 
of the present eight Down and seven Up trains, they 
will get four trains each way plus one bus service. 
Apparently V/Line considers that Trafalgar doesn’t 
deserve the service it has had, although patronage and 
revenue have been increasing steadily. 


Weekend trains: Punctuality of weekend services was 
much improved in November and December. The 
17 15 Down Traralgon now runs regularly with two T 
locos (although the latest carriage roster still specifies 


three); on four occasions it was observed at Trafalgar 


between 2 and 7 minutes late. On 22.11. T407-T410 
brought this train into Warragul only one minute late, 
after starting from Pakenham a minute early; this is 
the best effort for the year. 

On 29.11, the day of the bike specials to Bairnsdale, 
there were plenty of T locos at Traralgon already, so 
the service was run by an L; it was 9 minutes late at 
Trafalgar, but this was probably due to a crew change 
with late-running Up empty cars. 

The Sunday morning Down train also had improved 
punctuality. It was electrically hauled only once, on 
2.11 when it was 9 minutes late behind double L locos. 
The following week an N loco brought this train into 
Trafalgar on time for only the second time this year. 
On 23.11 the train was about 12 minutes late at Yar- 
ragon, and a passenger who alighted at Trafalgar on 
30.11 stated he had arrived ‘‘about 11 30”. On 7.12 a 
single N loco has a load of two N sets, and the train was 
19 minutes late; this day the 14 05 Up Bairnsdale was 
formed by a different set of cars — BE-BS-BRS-ACZ- 


D (14 late at Trafalgar). The next two Sundays were | 


unexceptional — N locos, and Trafalgar times of 11 24 
and 11 25. (SRMcL) 


Cup Day: On Cup Day a Saturday service was oper- 
ated, with an additional evening Up Bairnsdale train 
put on at short notice. The 10 00 Up and 17 15 Down 
Traralgon trains were run with double N sets; the 
Down train had an N loco (the Saturday schedule is for 
Ts) and was 6 late at Trafalgar. The 12 27 Down Tra- 
ralgon had one L loco on a double consist of N and S 
sets, and was 10 minutes late. It appeared that the N 
set continued empty to Bairnsdale to form the extra 
Up. The additional train passed Trafalgar at 19 45, 10 
minutes later than the normal Sunday timetable. The 
Up Gippslander passed Trafalgar 6 minutes late with N 
and A locos on a single S set; the evening Down 
Bairnsdale train had double Ls on an S set and passed 
Trafalgar 47 minutes late. 


Locos: The use of N locos had become increasingly | 


common during the second half of 1986, but from 
mid-November they arrived in Gippsland in force, and 
more than half the passenger service became regularly 
diesel-hauled. This proportion will increase as more Ls 
are withdrawn from service. The Bairnsdale trains were 
very rarely seen behind the Ls. The arrival of the Ns in 


great numbers meant that other classes of diesels were | 


seen only occasionally. A few recorded instances were: | 
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Mon.8.12: A on Up Gippslander (13 late). A on 18 05 
Down Bairnsdale (26 late). B84-X31 on 15 43 Down 
Traralgon (both locos returned on 18 40 Up Tra- 
ralgon). 

Mon.11.12: A on 15 43 Down Traralgon. (SRMcL) 


Diverse: On Fri.14.11, the 18 40 Up Traralgon (one of 
the trains to be cancelled in the new service) conveyed 
about 60 passengers, including 11 who alighted at Nar- 
Nar-Goon. The following Friday, the 1655 Up Tra- 
ralgon, which has the second-worst suburban path of 
any country train, arrived Caulfield 9 minutes early 
because of a suburban cancellation. 

On Thurs.27.11, night of the Papal Mass at the 
MCG, the 21 25 Down Traralgon had 35 passengers at 
Trafalgar, about double the usual number. The 18 05 


_ Down Bairnsdale had varied loads: 


Mon.1.12: L-D-D-ACZ-BRS-BS, 29 minutes late at 
Yarragon (time lost detaching a defective car?). 


| Tues.2.12: N-D-ACZ-BRS-BS-BS-ACN-BRN-BN. 


The double set was needed for extra traffic the 
following day. The N had lost 14 minutes by 
Trafalgar. 

Fri.12.12: The fourth car was 51AE, running as an 
economy car. 


There was trackwork and absolute occupation at Mor- 
well on the morning of Sun.7.12, and the Up Traralgon 
train started from Moe with a bus connection. To posi- 
tion the cars at Moe, the 2110 Up Traralgon on 
Fri.5.12 conveyed two N sets, one of which detached at 
Moe. Only one passenger to Trafalgar was affected by 
the later running of this service. 

With only a few Ls left in service it is not common to 
see three of them on one train. L1169-L1157-L1150 
(dead) passed Trafalgar at 14 50 on a long Down goods 
on Sat.21.12. (SRMcL) 


| STANDARD GAUGE LINE 
| Double-headed: G520 and G519 were the motive 


power on the Sydney Express on Sat.13.12. Both 
engines remained on the train for the run north from 
Albury. A point failure at Sunshine Loop had the train 
20 minutes late through McIntyre Loop but by 
Seymour Loop the train was on time. Arrival at Albury 
was 8 minutes early. It is unusual for either the Sydney 


| Express or the Melbourne Express to be double-headed 


south of Albury. (GC) 


Film star: On Tues.2.12, a special train departed 
Melbourne for Sydney hauled by 42209 and compris- 
ing of MHN van, 3 sleeping cars, dining car, 2 sitting 
cars and PHN power van. The train was chartered by 
Western Pacific Films Limited who are making a film 
called ‘‘A Warm Night on a Slow Train”’ which is due 
for release late in 1987. 

The train departed Sydney on Sat.6.12 with 42205 as 
motive power. The special train was tabled to arrive at 
Junee at 16 43 but arrival was 16 12, 31 minutes early. 
After loading supplies for the dining car departure was 
at 16 23 with an arrival at Albury at 18 00 instead of 
the timetabled 18 46. Twenty minutes were spent at 
Albury on account of problems with watering the din- 
ing car. 

Departure from Albury was at 18 20, 36 minutes 
early and a fast run took place to Wallan Loop where 
the special arrived at 20 49 to cross the Sydney Express. 
The special train departed Wallan Loop at 2057 and 
arrived at Spencer St platform 1 at 21 47, 1 hour 13 
minutes early. (GC) 
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SUBURBAN LINES 


Heavy goods: An Up goods train passing Mentone at 
08 00 on Fri.5.12 was noted hauled by X31-S306-S300, 
all still in the old VR colours of blue and gold. Triple- 
heading is not unknown on this line but is certainly not 
common. (IC) 


Railcar: On Fri.21.11, an Up freight which passed 
through Hawksburn just after 12 00 had in its consist 
the shell of a new railcar for the STA of South 
Australia. (DG) 


Sunshine report: Looking back over 1986 three 
unusual events have occurred at Sunshine that I failed 
to report. 

On Sun.13.7.86 at 16 11, 940 BL31 21 bogies AVAY 
arrived ex Newport line, ran through No.3 road and 
onto Ballarat. 

On Mon.28.7.86 at 14 05, T381 T377 hauling L1159 
arrived ex Tottenham into No.1 road; the crew 
changed ends raised the pantograph and departed for 
Melbourne with the L haul the two Ts. This is the first 
L I have seen at Sunshine although they must pass 
through on their way to Bendigo Shops. 

Not to be outdone this rare(?) event was repeated 
on Fri.12.9.86 at 1105 by Y174 T398 and L1152. 

For the 86/87 season V/Line are operating wheat 
trains direct from the Sunshine GEB sidings to the 
North and to facilitate this, new brake blocks have 
been placed along the wheat siding. Trains of up to 20 
VHGY wagons arrive at 06 00 and depart at 18 00. Pre- 
viously all wheat has been handled as shunting trips 
from Tottenham. (WJ) 


Tottenham: RT44 was at Tottenham on Fri.12.12.86 
on a VWAA well wagon in at least six pieces, the 
obvious victim of an accident. (WJ) 


Papal specials: For the visit of the Pope to Flemington 
Racecourse for a special Mass on Fri.28.11, the follow- 
ing special suburban 6-car sets operated between Flin- 
ders St and Flemington Racecourse: 


Comeng _ Trailers 
Set 1053, 1075 
Set 7 1033, 1028 
Hitachi End motors 
Set 2. 140, 231 
Set 3 225, 6 
Set 4 182, 139 
Set 5 207,95 
Set 6 154, 47 
Set 8 22, 87 
Set 9 84, 43 
Set 10 90,143 


The west end of sets is nominated first. 

Also, the following trams were operated as specials and 
additional services, the providing depot being shown in 
brackets: 


SW2 426 (GH) 

W5, SWS 731 (pop art) (4), 733 (B), 794 (A) 
W6, SW6 910 (E), 930 (B), 994 (B). 

Z3 133 (E), 157 (B), 164 (E), 167 (E), 168 


(E), 201 (E), 203 (E), 204 (BE). 
GH: Glenhuntly B: Brunswick 
E: Essendon A: South Melbourne 
Two MTA Volvo buses, 890 and 934, were also noted. 
(WJK) 
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Delays, Derailments, Etc. 


‘George Brown’ effects a rescue at Bank Box Loop: 
Following the failure of C510 working No.9157 Jet 
freight which lost power whilst climbing Ingliston Bank 
on the night of 18-19 December at Bank Box Loop, 
rescue operations were initiated by the despatch of 
C501 ‘George Brown’ coupled ahead of T356 to the 
scene where they arrived approximately 08 00 on 19.12 
via the Loop. C510 was uncoupled from its train and 
moved forward, while C501 was uncoupled from T356 
and set back on the disabled unit, which it then placed 
behind the T before taking over the working of the 
delayed 9157 which departed shortly after T356 disap- 
peared on the Up with the disabled C in tow. The crew 
of C501 had to undertake a brake test and examine the 
train before it, too, departed westwards at approx- 
imately 09 00, after which the Western line reverted to 
normal working. A number of freight trains in both 
directions were diverted via North Geelong, but the 
Up Overland and No. 8122 passenger ex Ballarat at 
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07 45 were routed ‘‘up the straight”? as normal, which 
no doubt delayed the relief of No.9157. (JLB) 


Bacchus Marsh failure: During the early hours of | 
Fri.31.10 C509 on No.9157 Down Jet failed at Bacchus © 
Marsh. Relief locos X53-S306-T396 ex-Dynon arrived — 
at Bacchus Marsh at 06 53. T396 attached to C509 and 
hauled it back to Dynon departing at 07 35. X53-S306 | 
attached to the Jet, putting one half of the train into © 
No.2 road and the other half into No.3 road. This 
required all trains through Bacchus Marsh to use the 
platform road but this did not slow down 9186 Up Jet | 
which had 947-X50 at 06 34 or the Up Overland which | 
had 967-S308 at 08 01. The local 07 47 pass. arrived in | 
the platform then pushed out past the Down home sig- | 
nal and went into No.4 road to do the run-around. | 
9157 was still patiently waiting to depart at 10 30. 
(GMcL) 


NEWSRAIL 


Taildisc 


Harris sets: On a recent trip to Dandenong | noticed a 
six-car set of Ist and 2nd series Harris carriages. They 
have been shunted onto a section of track near the cat- 
tle sidings where there is no-overhead wiring. A lot of 
the equipment has been removed, such as auxilary and 
main air reservoirs, trip braking systems and throttles. 
Also scattered around the area are pantographs, seats, 
generators and bogies all from Harris sets. The effects 
of vandalism are also present — smashed windows and 
untold damage to the interiors of driving cabins. Could 
someone tell me why the sets are being dismantled. 
(DA) [Most Harris sets have asbestos lined walls and 
ceilings and it is not considered economical to rebuild 
them. — Editor] 


Correction: Nov.86, Newsrail, p. 342. The correct train 
number is 213. (WJB) 


Historic murder: Since the demise of the 07 17 ‘Ghost 
Train’ from Ringwood the media have obviously been 
racking their brains for a new headline catcher to impli- 
cate the railways. During December 1986 when a per- 
son was found slain on a suburban train the headlines 


proclaimed the event as ‘Railway’s First Murder in 140 
Years’. Whether the journalists used this heading 
because it was only MetRail’s “‘first’? whereas such 
incidents were apparently common place on the 
famous Orient Express is not known. However, in the 
interests of authenticating current news reporting I felt 
compelled to telephone the news editors to respectfully 
advise that as Victoria’s first train ran on 12th Septem- 
ber 1854, our railway is only 132 years old, not 140! 
(POT) 


BOOK REVIEW 


Timber Mountain: by Norm Houghton. Released by 
Light Railway Research Society. Available at $11.95. 

I feel that anyone who is interested in retracing our 
early timber tramways cannot find a better companion 
than a copy of this book. It was only when IJ was well 
into reading this publication that I was aware of the 
wealth of information and detail that is available to the 
student of early tramways in this area. I can thoroughly 
recommend this book to those who make a study of 
this type of work. (RPW) 


Opposite above: T356 and C501 arrive at Bank Box Loop to rescue failed C510 on No.9157. 19.12.86. (See Delays) 


Opposite below: C501 “George Brown”, places failed C510 behind T356 for return to Dynon. 


Below: T356 departs with C510 while C501 prepares to depart with the delayed No.9157. (All photos John Buck- 


land) 
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CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENTS 


How to Place your Advertisement: Using block letters 
include full name, address and phone number and send 
with cheque (no cash) payable to the ARHS to the 
Advertising Manager, Michael de Josselin, 6 Roymar 
Crt., Wonga Park, 3115. Closing date of Advertise- 
ments is the 18th of each month. 


Charges: A minimum of $3.00 per entry per month. A 
maximum of 5 words per line and a limit of 6 lines. If 
more than 6 lines are required a surcharge of 50 cents 
per line applies. 


WANTED TO SELL 


New Narrow Gauge from Roco. The Mariazell Railway — 
Austrian 760 mm Narrow Gauge Railway system in HOe, (or 
009 or HOn2%/2). Electric locomotives introduced in 1911, 
modernised in 1959, are still in service today. Roco now 
offer main line narrow gauge track and points as well as 
models of the original Mariazell Railway locomotives, class 
1099, and three of the most important types of passenger 
coaches. Goods wagons will be available later in the year. 
The C-C locomotives have full twelve wheel drive. For full 
information please write to P.J.P. Productions, 20 Daly 
Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3427. 


Books: Large selection of books dealing with Railway 
end Transport History. Specials—Fastest Trains in the 
World (Allen) $13.00 inc. p/p; Great Steam Trains of Austra- 
lia (Burke) $15.00 inc. p/p; ML2 Story (Bermingham) $11.00 
inc. p/p; Great Locomotives by Allen, $13.00 inc. p/p. 
Anchorage Bookshop, The Basement, 253 Flinders Lane, 
Melbourne, 3000. Phone (03) 623047. Business Hours: 
Mon. to Fri. 9.30 am to 5.30 pm. Sat. 9.30 am to 12.30 pm. 
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RAILWAY QUIZ 


Last month’s answer: Tecoma, Ashburton, Graham, 
Seaholme, Altona, Coburg, Fawkner, Keon Park, 
Thomastown, Montmorency, Diamond Creek and 
Wattle Glen. If you think stations like St Kilda and Port 
Melbourne should be included, remember that you 
cannot catch a Down train at these stations. 


QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS 


Caption: October Newsrail asked the question: Is the 
photo p. 250 correctly captioned? The answer is yes. 
Approaching Bacchus Marsh on the Up, trains pass the 
home shown in the picture then a Down searchlight 
home protecting entrance to the single line section to 
Bank Box loop, and finally the Up bracket post for 
entry to the platform or No.2 road or the sidings at 
Bacchus Marsh. This sequence is provided so that 
trains can shunt at the Down end (e.g., release an 
engine off a Bacchus Marsh pass.) while a train is com- 
ing from Bank Box loop. (WJ) 


VQOW wagons: Can anyone detail the history of the 
VQDW group of wagons. Specifically why were new 
wagons set aside at Munistone for most of 1985 carded 
for modificiation at South Dynon, and why have 
VQDW 40 and 59 been converted to NQMW by 
ial as reported in Oct.1986 Railway Digest. 
Wi 


NODY: On Sat.13.12.86 G518(?) and 20 NODY ran 
as a block working through Sunshine on the Down. 
The NODY is a high sided version of the N(V)OBX 
wagon. The brake gear indicated that they were loaded. 
Can any reader tell us what they are carrying as this is 
the second such block working I have seen. (WJ) 


1987 OVERSEAS KAIL TOUKS 


CROYDON TRAVEL OPERATORS OF OVERSEAS RAILFAN TOURS SINCE 1972 OFFER: 


1. 10 MAY CHINA AND NORTH KOREA: Be the first to visit North Korea,Tangshan steam 
works, Shenyang Museum and much more. 2-3 weeks. 


TURKEY, YUGOSLAVIA, HUNGARY: 1000’s of kilometres on steam specials. 
3 weeks. 


NORTH EAST CHINA: Incorporating many narrow gauge forestry lines. 16 days. 


ZIMBAWBE AND ZAMBIA: Daytime specials in both countries. Many special events 
and much Garratt action. 3 weeks. South African option. 


AUSTRIA, FINLAND 150th Anniversary Steam Extravaganza plus 8 days of 
unique EAST GERMAN steam specials plus much more. 4 weeks. 


THAILAND: Steam specials over the River Kwai, 2-8-2’s to the north-east Thai 
mountains. Many photostops, unique tour. 2 weeks. 


. 4DEC. PAKISTAN: Steam specials, many photostops, many classes. 3 weeks. 
8. 20DEC. CHINA: Christmas in the snow. Many steam highlights. LOW COST. 


CROYDON TRAVEL CENTRE 34 Main St, Croydon, Vic. 3136. Phone: (03) 725 8555 
THE RAILFAN TRAVEL AGENT 


10 MAY 


28 JUNE 
6 AUG. 


19 AUG. 


20 SEPT. 


Return this coupon to: 
Croydon Travel 

34 Main St., 

Croydon Vic. 3136 


Please forward full details of Tour Number. 


Name Address | 


Postcode 
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ARHS 
RAILWAY 
MUSEUM 


CHAMPION ROAD 
NORTH WILLIAMSTOWN 
Open every Saturday and Sunday and 
Public Holidays: 2 - 5 p.m. 

Also open Wednesdays, 2 - 4 p.m. 
during school holidays. 
$1 Adults 50¢ Children 
Weekday visits by Schools, 
Kindergartens, etc. arranged — 
telephone 596 3249 
or write to Secretary 


te ee 
P. J. P. PRODUCTIONS 


20 Daly Street, Gisborne, Victoria, 3437 


MODEL RAILWAY EQUIPMENT 


Australia-wide Mail Service, write for stock/price lists. 
Please advise if HO/OO — Nor O scale lists required. 


Wels ENGINE SiaD 


MODEL RAILROAD SUPPLIES 
5 Carrington Road, Box Hill, 3128 
Phone: (03) 890 7027 
Hours: Monday-Tuesday 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
Wednesday, Thursday, Friday 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 
Saturday 9 a.m. to 12 noon. 


| LINE 
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YOUR COMPLETE MODEL RAILWAY 
HOBBY CENTRE 


490 Dorset Road, Croydon, Vic. 3136 
Phone: (03) 723 1211 
OPENS: 10 am MON.-FRI. — 9 am SAT. 
CLOSES: 6 pm MON.-THURS. — 9 pm FRI. — 1 pm SAT. 


| Ti ATR Ay 
! TRAIN WORLD | 
I 624 Hawthorn Road, East Brighton 3187. 596 6342. 
OPEN: MON.-SAT. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. and late (9 p.m.) Fridays 
Magazines/Books: Australian, USA, UK — Direct Importers. 


Il Model Trains from U.S.A/U.K. Good range always in stock. I 
New and used models. Bankcard welcome. 
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HOBBYCRAFT 


I 
: I 
for Model Railways 1 
“N” GAUGE A SPECIALTY 
I 

1 


1351 Burke Road, East Kew 3102 


| 
1 
I 
I 
! 
' Phone: (03) 80 3241 
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2 NEW VIDEO RELEASES 


V/LINE PRESENTS 


“Line of Progress” 


Featuring the complete 21 minute version of 
‘Spirit of Progress” (1937) and “The Return of the 
Country Trainer” which records the building of 
the ‘N’ class carriages. Black and white/colour, 
40 minutes, hi-fi sound — $39.95. 


Steam View vol. 1 


The first issue of a new British video magazine 


which looks at steam power in Britain and 
beyond. Issue 1 features: 


@ Settle and Carlisle Steam 

@ City of Truro on the mainline 

@ Retrospective look at GWR 150 
@ Steam in Portugal and Turkey 


(A Railfan Shop exclusive) Colour, 55 minutes, 
hi-fi sound — $39.95 


THE RAILFAN SHOP 


TRANSPORT HOUSE 
589 COLLINS STREET 
MELBOURNE, 3000 PHONE: 619 4567 


® Credit cards welcome Postage $3 per tapei 


ZIMBABWE 
Rail Spectacular 


Departs September, 1987 


e Last stronghold of Beyer-Garratts 
in the world 


@ Rail visit to Umtali (Mutare) 


@ Steam, diesel and electric 
operations covered 


® See Victoria Falls, Hwange game 
reserve and Lake Kariba 


For details, send SAE to: 


ZIMBABWE TOUR 

1/1a GLADESVILLE BOULEVARD 
PATTERSON LAKES 

VICTORIA, 3197 
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jee THE ASSOCIATION 
Gi A OF RAILWAY ENTHUSIASTS 
a (SPECIALISTS IN OVERSEAS RAIL TOURS) 
E 


7 5 PROUDLY OFFER YOU 
THE FOLLOWING DESTINATIONS: 


TURKEY FOR THE OTTOMAN RAILWAY EXPRESS 


Departs 18 May 1987. Probably your last opportunity to capture Turkish 
steam in action. 


SOUTHERN EUROPE, THE ADRIATIC AND 150th ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE AUSTRIAN RAILWAYS 


Departs 7 August 1987. Visiting Greece, Yugoslavia, Hungary and 
culminating with steam specials and events in Austria to celebrate 150 
years of Austrian Railways. 


. 


NEW ENGLAND IN THE FALL 


Departs 19 September 1987. The most beautiful season of all in the New 
England States of U.S.A. and Maritime Provinces of Canada. 


For further information write to: 
A.R.E. OVERSEAS TOURS 
PO. Box 187 
Croydon, Vic. 3136 


64 Printed by Magenta Press Pty. Ltd, 560 7833 @ Typeset by Peter Boyd, 561 4860 NEWSRAIL 


